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A Eda Terre Haute youth is 
confined to jail pre-charged with two 
counts charging rape in connection 
with the alleged rape, robbery and 
beating early Friday morning of a 
teenage girl and a middle-age 
woman. 

The youth was indentified by In- 
diana State Police as Louis Edward 
Riley, who has no permanent ad- 
dress, investigators said. His last 
known address was on Terre Haute’s 
northside. 

In addition to the pre-charges of 
rape, Riley is confined to the Vigo 
County Jail on charges of fleeing 
police, two counts charging failure to 
appear in court, and theft — a Class 
D felony from Parke County, 

According to reports, Terre Haute 
Police Department Patrolman John 
Beasley attempted to stop an auto 
driven by Riley about 2:30 a.m. Satur- 
day for an alleged traffic violation. A 
chase resulted and he was later ap- 
prehended along with the assistance 
of Sgt. Don Lacher. 

Investigators said Riley matched 
the description of the abductor of the 
two women. He was questioned at 
length by THPD detective Jim Utz 
along with ISP Det. Jerry Stateler. 

ISP officials termed the ap- 
prehension and subsequent investiga- 
tion by the Terre Haute police ‘‘as an 
excellent piece of police work.” 

The two women, who are not re- 
lated, told police they were picked up 
in the city by a man early Friday 
morning, driven to a secluded area 
about two miles southwest of Terre 
Haute, raped, robbed and beaten. The 
two were left at the scene of the 
incident which reportedly occurred 
between 12:30 and 3:30 a.m. 

The, teen-age girl was treated and 
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later released from Terre Haute Re- 
gional Hospital. The older woman is 
listed in fair condition at Union 
Hospital. 

Riley faces his initial court ap- 
pearance Wednesday. 
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Jury Conyicts Local 
Man Of Seven Charges 
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A Vigo citat CAA jury APANA ENAN, Terre Haute man guilty 
as charged of seven sex-related offenses following a week-long trial. 

Louis Edward Riley, 19, was charged with two counts of rape, two counts of 
robbery and three counts of criminal deviate conduct in connection with an 
assault last Dec. 21 on two area women. 

The jury deliberated only 45 minutes before handing up the verdicts to Judge 
agh D. McQuillan who presided at the trial which opened with jury selection 

arch 17. 

Deputy Prosecutor Mary L. Reynolds presented the state’s case against Riley 
who was represented by Public Defender Dennis R. Majewski. The jury had its 
choice of 16 alternate verdicts had it found the state’s case defective. 

McQuillan set sentencing for April 23 and Vigo County Prosecutor Eric M. 
Abel said after the verdicts were returned the state will seek the maximum 
penalty on each charge. 

“He (Riley) is an animal who needs to be caged,” Abel said. He said the state 
will present evidence of aggravating circumstances on each of the seven 
charges. 

Each charge is a Class A felony with a standard prison sentence of 30 years. 
The court may add 20 years to each sentence if the state proves aggravating 
circumstances not outweighed by mitigating circumstances. He could also 
subtract 10 years from each sentence for mitigating circumstances. 

Riley has been held in the Vigo County Jail under $175,000 bond since his 
arrest Dec. 22 following a high-speed police chase. 
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Sentence given on seven charges 
Local ma 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

A 19-year-old Terre Haute man, 
Louis Edward Riley, was sentenced 
to 230 years in prison by Vigo Circuit 
Court Judge Hugh D. McQuillan Wed- 
nesday. 

Riley was found guilty of two 
counts of rape, three counts of de- 
viate sexual conduct and two counts 
of robbery by a Circuit Court jury on 
March 24. 

The jury deliberated about 45 
minutes before finding Riley guilty as 
charged of the seven counts stem- 
ming from the alleged abduction last 
Dec. 21 of a 41-year-old woman and a 
16-year-old girl and the reported sub- 
sequent acts at a secluded area near 
the Thompson Ditch. 

In sentencing Riley, McQuillan or- 
dered the sentences be served con- 
secutively. Under provisions of the 
Indiana Criminal Code, Riley will not 
be eligible for parole for at least 115 
years. 

Court observers noted this may be 
one of the longest sentences ever 
handed down in a local court. 

Each of the charges is a Class A 
felony, which carries a flat 30-year 
sentence term, to which 20 years may 
be added for aggravating 
circumstances or 10 years subtracted 
for mitigating circumstances. 

McQuillan sentenced Riley to 50 


years for the charge of rape of the 
older woman and 30 years on each of 
the other six counts. 

During the sentencing hearing 
Wednesday, Deputy Prosecutor Mary 
Lou Reynolds called as a witness a 
local physician who had treated one 
of the victims. 

Public Defender Dennis R. Ma- 
jewski called the defendant’s step- 
father as his only witness. 

During the sentencing hearing, 
which took part of the morning and 
part of the afternoon, Majewski and 
Prosecutor Eric M. Abel sharply dis- 
agreed about procedures regarding 
discovery motions and the calling of 
witnesses. 

McQuillan, in pronouncing sen- 
tence, said, ‘From a close scrutiny of 
all the evidence in this case, I would 
regard this series of seven separate 
acts to be the most inhuman, cruel 
and unjustifiably brutal that I can 
imagine. The acts perpetrated by the 
defendant against these two women 
were the most degrading, mentally 
and physically, as could be 
perpetrated. There is not one shred of 
evidence which might evoke the con- 
sideration of any one of the mitigat- 
ing circumstances.” 

“The brutality of these acts com- 
mitted against these victims subse- 
quent to the protracted rape of each 
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of mem... require a maximum sen- 
tence,” McQuillan continued. 

“Any sentence less than maximum 
would depreciate the seriousness of 
these crimes,” he said. 

“These are seven isolated acts 
between which the defendant changed 
the victims from outside the car 
trunk to its inside, sat and smoked on 
at least two occasions while con- 
templating his next act, seven 
isolated acts for which sentences 
should and shall run consecutively,” 
McQuillan said. 

Riley was arrested by city police on 
Dec. 22 following a high speed chase 
and was identified in court by the two 
women victims as the man who 
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raped, robbed and beat them during 
the early morning hours of Dec. 21. 

Indiana State Police conducted the 
investigation. The state had prepared 
more than 160 exhibits as evidence, 
including numerous photographs and 
items found at the crime scene. 

Both victims testified at length 
during the trial. The defense based its 
case on inability of the defendant to 
remember certain events because he 
had allegedly taken LSD on the even- 
ings of Dec. 20 and 21, 

Riley indicated that he would ap- 
peal. McQuillan appointed Majewski 
as counsel, directing him to file a 
motion to correct errors by June 23 as 
the first step in the appeals process. 


‘ 


COU 


M 


Community Alisirs File 


Supreme, Court Upholds € Conviction 


Of Man In Kidnappings, 


Star Staff Report 

The Indiana Supreme Court Thursday upheld the conviction and 
sentencing of a Vigo County man tried by a Vigo Circuit Court jury 
in April of 1980. 

Judge Hugh D. McQuillan had sentenced the defendant, Louis 
Riley, 21, to a total of 230 years in prison for two counts of rape, 
three counts of criminal deviate conduct and two counts of 
robbery. Riley was convicted of abducting two local women, 
taking them to a remote wooded area. After being raped and 
robbed, both women were left bound and gagged out-of-doors in 
sub-freezing temperatures. 

Riley had appealed McQuillan’s sentencing and the conviction, 
but Thursday the court upheld the decision and the sentence will 
be imposed. 

In other court news, a Vigo County Grand Jury is investigating 
the shooting death of Jefferson Brown, 960 Lafayette Ave., who 
died Friday morning after being shot in the chest with a .38 caliber 
handgun. 

Police say they think the 25-year-old man was shot while 
burglarizing the home of Ronald Schmidt, 30, 3505 Poplar St. 

Reports indicate Schmidt was arrested on preliminary charges 
of murder. He is being held in the county jail. without bond. 
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Schmidt reportedly told police his garage had been tampered with 
and when he went to check his auto, he found Brown hiding 
underneath. 

Schmidt also said Brown kept coming toward him after being 
ordered to stop, so he shot him. 

The grand jury had not completed the investigation as of 
Thursday, and a second day of testimony had apparently been 
planned for Friday. 

The jury trial of two robbery defendants. in Superior Court 
continues to drag on. Jury selection took most of Monday and 
Tuesday, with testimony continuing Friday. A spokesman for the 
court said a Saturday court session in the case may be considered 
if the case is not handed to the jury Friday afternoon. 

Arraignment of a 23-year-old city man arrested as a suspect in 
connection with the rape and stabbing of a local woman last 
Friday night has been set for April 5. 

James Church, 1107 N. 4th St., was in Circult Court Thursday for 
a bond hearing. Judge McQuillan set bond at $150,000 for Church, 
who is charged with rape and attempted murder. McQuillan 
ordered that ten percent of the $150,000 could not be accepted as 
bail. 

He was arrested Wednesday evening by city detectives. ' 
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